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Milestone reached by OBSAI as it achieves all of its long-term goals and plans for the future

OBSAI completes its main task by releasing a full set of interface, hardware and test specifications, compatible with all of the main air interface standards in use or emerging today, and making these available for public download.

The Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (OBSAI) today announced that it has achieved all its long-term goals to create an open market for cellular base stations.  Established in September 2002, it set out to remove the barriers preventing module and component vendors from offering standard, cost-effective base-station products on the open market.  Prior to the OBSAI initiative, module and component vendors could only provide custom-designed products to specific OEM customers, with the economies of scale inherent in generic products being unavailable to the marketplace.  OBSAI has now achieved what many, at the time of its launch, thought was impossible, as it has completed the release of a comprehensive set of interface, hardware and test specifications for all of the main base-station modules and interfaces.  These are now available for public download at the OBSAI website - www.obsai.org.  

These specifications enable the production of base station modules to fit any base station, substantially reducing the development efforts and costs that have been traditionally associated with new base station product ranges. The OBSAI base station interface specifications include GSM, GSM/EDGE, WCDMA, CDMA and WiMAX air interfaces.

The complete set of OBSAI interface specifications covers the subsystem areas of Transport, Clock/Control, Radio and Baseband – plus detailed System Reference Document and testing specifications.  These, together with hardware connection specifications, are available for anyone to download from the OBSAI web site.   Both members and non members of OBSAI will be able to access the documents free of charge.

Tero Mustala, OBSAI Chairperson, said, “What OBSAI has achieved is an industry first.  By using our expert members across the telecommunications industry we have built a complete set of robust specifications that can be used with all air interface applications across key parts of the cellular base station.  In addition, the availability of our test specifications provides a key benefit to the OBSAI standards initiative, allowing operators to have confidence in the products they select from different manufacturers.  
“The open market that we have created is enabling manufacturers to produce base station modules and components based on OBSAI interface specifications and testing.  This creates an environment where more cost effective products are available and manufacturers can focus on further innovation and more value added base station modules.  Furthermore, product development cycles will be reduced and new base station functions will be available on the market more quickly.  Through OBSAI, true base station interoperability has been achieved, “ continues Mustala.

OBSAI is now monitoring Long Term Evolution to continue to improve on its specifications and ensure they remain comprehensive.  As new technologies come onto the market and new bandwidths are exploited for communications, OBSAI will continue to update its specifications to guarantee they are fully inclusive.  ‘Although we are pleased at having been to successful in meeting out original aims’, said Mustala, ‘OBSAI cannot rest on its laurels.  We have a duty to our members to ensure OBSAI’s specifications remain the most comprehensive on the market’. 

What’s available:

· Test specifications and procedural documents

· All versions of the Interface specifications related to the Control, Transport, Base band and Radio areas of the base station (identified as RP1, RP2 and RP3-including remote RF Head) together with a System Reference Document 

· Module specifications related to the mechanics and functionality aspects of key modules, Radio, Transport, Base band and Control
Companies wishing to view the specifications simply visit www.obsai.org and on acceptance of OBSAI terms and conditions, may immediately download the OBSAI interface and testing specifications documents. 

Ends

About OBSAI:

The Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (obsai) is a forum of over 130 telecommunications companies - spanning, module, component and base station vendor activity.  Together they have created both open internal interface specifications for base station architecture and module specifications covering the areas of Transport, Control, Baseband and Radio.  For a list of OBSAI members and further information go to: www.obsai.org
Media contact: Hotwire, London, Maria Hudson: maria.hudson@hotwirepr.com, Tel: +44 20 7608 2500.
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